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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

116

We returned to‘the National Association nearly 15 per cent. proﬁt on
their investment in the “Buy-a-Bale-of-Cotton"
Movement.
Two of the gubernatorial candidates in the coming election have de
clared for woman suffrage, and we hope to do effective work during the
coming campaign. We have done a large amount of educational, press
and publicity work, and co-operated with the Southern States Woman
Suffrage Association.
JEAN M. GORDON, President.

MAINE
Woman

Suffrage Association

The special work of the Maine Woman Suffrage Association the past
year was its legislative campaign. The vote in the Senate was the best
ever given, 26 to 4. The vote in the House was 88 to 59, thus failing by
ten votes of the necessary two-thirds, a good vote, since the Legislature
was Democratic, and that party had not, like the Republicans, put a plank
in its platform favoring a referendum to the voters. The Hearing before
the Judiciary Committee was notable for the reason that for the ﬁrst time
in years the anti-suffragists appeared.
We had the support of the W. C. T. U., the Grange, the College Equal
Suffrage League, and for the ﬁrst time the Men's Equal Suffrage League
of Maine. Our legislative work gave educational results that could not
be secured, with the same small expenditure, in any other way. The news
papers gave us great publicity, as nearly every inﬂuential paper in the State
is in favor of suffrage.
At the Maine State Exposition, held in Portland in June, the Suffrage
Association had a great opportunity of reaching people from all parts of
The attendance during the week was more than sixty thousand.
the State.
Large quantities of suffrage ﬂyers were distributed and suffrage pencils
sold. The callers at the Booth represented not only Maine, but many
other States, and a striking fact was the testimony of those who lived in
suffrage States as to the successful working of equal suffrage.
At the annual meeting of the State Grange the Federal Amendment
was endorsed and a resolution passed to ask Maine Congressmen to sup
port the measure.
Despite the difficulties we hope to be better organ
ized this year than ever before, and Maine may yet be the ﬁrst New
England State to give the ballot to women.
HELEN M. BArEs, President.
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Equal Suffrage Association
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